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UNESCO Recommendation on participation by the 
people at large in cultural life and their contribution 
to it (Nairobi 1976)



participation by the greatest possible number of 
people and associations in a wide variety of 
cultural activities of their own free choice is 
essential to the development of the basic human 
values and dignity of the individual, 

access by the people at large to cultural values 
can be assured only if social and economic 
conditions are created that will enable them not 
only to enjoy the benefits of culture, but also to 
take an active part in overall cultural life and in 
the process of cultural development 
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Functions based organisation
Chart Title

Documentation Conservation

Preservation Research

Collections

Exhibitions Education

Communication

director



Jan Jelinek & Vinoš Sofka

ICOM – ICOFOM
International Committee 
for Museology 1977



Codes of ethics

• 1977   Museums Association
• 1977   Museums Association of New Zealand
• 1978   American Association of Museums 
• 1979   Canadian Museums Association
• 1979   Southern African Museums Association
• 1982   Australian Museum Associations
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unresolved dilemmas

- outsourcing / project staff
- volunteers / participation
- new specialisms / new media



theory

practiceethics

professionalism
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