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The First Century of Nordic Museology and 
Museography

Memory and epistemology in the early modern Kunstkammer



museography: museum methods of classification and display 
museology: the science or profession of museum organization and management  (Merriam-Webster)



Uppsala

Copenhagen

Gottorf castle at Schleswig

Kiel

Stockholm

Sweden, after 1660

Denmark, until 1645



Detail of the depiction of Worm’s 
chamber, of rarities which shows 
some of the subclasses of the 
printed description.

Index with headings, with division 
into books, chapter and subclasses. 
Museum Wormianum (1655)



Comparable collections: turning tools etc., chirurgical instruments, 
canons, tools for fireworks.



Johann Daniel Major: examples of labels and storage boxes

Comparison: cabinet for minerals and fossils. 
Franckesche Stiftung



Model of the Copenhagen 
castle 1611?

Gottorf castle, 
Schlesvig. 1699

Model of the castle Tre Kronor, 
Stockholm.  1660



The Kunstkammer and some of its collections. 
Adam Olearius, Die Gottorfische Kunstkammer 
(1666, 2 utg. 1674) 



Kunstkammer- and library building, 1673. Pages from Museum 
Regium (1696) and a reconstructed plan of the Kunstkammer.

Copenhagen castle.
Reconstruction of two 
chambers



The castle Tre Kronor under Christina. Rooms with 
collections. My reconstruction. Below: Ambras cabinets



Acts in Kunstkammern

- Asking questions
- Selecting and ordering
- Memorising 



Jean Rosenhane, ’Instruction hwareffter man på en reessa nytteligen kan 
observera dee sacker, som nödigst äre at ackta’, 1629.

< Olaus Rudbeck’s questions
Stobaeus, Kilian, Method for a research expedition >



Topical (commonplace) ordering of collections: S. Quiccheberg in Munich 1565, 
Museum Wormianum 1655, Carl Linnaeus 1749



Lillienskiold, Hans Hansen d.y. (Johannes), ’Journal ført 
på en Reise fra Bergen til Rom 1668–1670’



Ars memoriae/the art of memory: architecture as systems of 
places

The art of memory in the Kunstkammer in Dresden:
Moving from 1 to 8=moving through the classification



Gustav II Adolfs häst, sadel, pistol 
och kläder, Livrustkammaren, 

Stockholm

Curious objects to enhance remembrance



The Augsburg Kunstschrank, today in Museum 
Gustavianum, Uppsala. The diary of Gerhard 
Stalhoff, 1660: sketch and list of contents from 
memory.
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