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A material with properties 
and potential medical 

effects. 







”Nature plays in wonder 
with all the forms of the 
natural objects […] there is 
hardly any animal which 
form cannot be found 
depicted”.
Museum Wormianum, p. 81





”A Brasilian hat or rather an African 
basket.” 

G. Seger: Synopsis methodica 
rariorum tam naturalium quam 
artificalium, quæ Hafniæ servantur in 
Musæo Wormiii … 1653.





The Royal Kunstkammer
Frontispice from Museum Regium 1696.



Museum Regium 
1696. 



Plate from Museum Regium 1696 
showing the play of nature. 







Department:
Danish Middle Age and 

Renaissance

Category:

”Drinking vessels of 
other materials”

Subcategory:
”Ivory and rhinoceros 
horn, bezoar stones.”







The Renaissance 
episteme

The Classical 
Episteme

The Modern Episteme

Museum 
Wormianum
1620-1650

The Royal 
Kunstkammer
1650-1820

Antiquarian 
Nordic  
Museum
1820 -

A study object.

A natural object.

A prestige object

A man-made 
object, a piece of 
art. 

A source from the 
past (and to the 
past)

A historical object

A Foucauldian history of epistemes?



From presentations to represenations

Presentations

• The context of the object are of 
minor importance

• The unique, irregular, spectacular 
and abnormal are in focus.

• Unfinished investigations.

• Preparing for the future.

The museum object is crucial as 
an object of investigation.

Representations

• The context of object are of crucial 
importance.

• The average and the common are 
in focus.

• Illustrate the established 
knowledge.

• Dealing with the past.

The museum object is exemplary, 
illustrative of a more important 
story.
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